
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 
---------------------------------------------------------------)( 
MIQUEL CARIAS, JANET RAMIREZ, 
MICHAEL PICONE, EVELYN FLECHA, ZENA 
MATOS, on behalf of KAILE! MATOS, a minor, 
JAIME NINO, and HALONA JAFFE, individually 
and on behalf all others similarly situated, 

Plaintiffs, 

- against -

MONSANTO COMP ANY, a Delaware 
corporation; DOES 1-10, inclusive, 

Defendants. 
---------------------------------------------------------------)( 

Case No. 15 CV 3677 

CLASS ACTION 
AMENDED COMPLAINT 

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 

Case 2:15-cv-03677-JMA-GRB   Document 16   Filed 11/13/15   Page 1 of 44 PageID #: 110



Plaintiffs, MIQUEL CARIAS, JANET RAMIREZ, MICHAEL PICONE, EVELYN 

FLECHA, ZENA MATOS, on behalf of KAILEI MATOS, a minor, JAIME NINO, and HALONA 

JAFFE, by and through their counsel, brings this Class Action Amended Complaint against 

MONSANTO COMPANY, on behalf of themselves and all others similarly situated, and allege, upon 

personal knowledge as to their own actions and their counsel's investigations, and upon information 

and belief as to all other matters, as follows: 

NATURE OF THE CASE 

l. This is a consumer protection and false advertising class action. Defendant, 

MONSANTO COMP ANY, markets, advertises and distributes "Roundup" (hereinafter, "the 

"Product"), the world's most popular weed killer. Defendant makes the claim that the primary 

ingredient in the Product, glyphosate, works by targeting an enzyme supposedly found only in plants, 

but not in people. And this is blatantly false. 

2. Contrary to Defendant's claim, the primary ingredient in the Product, glyphosate, 

targets an enzyme found in both plants and people. Therefore, where Defendant advertises that the 

Product targets an enzyme "not found in people," such claim is objectively false and inherently 

misleading. 

3. Plaintiffs bring claims against Defendant individually and on behalf of a class of all 

other similarly situated purchasers of the Product for violations of New York's General Business Law 

§§ 349 and 350. Plaintiffs seek an order requiring Defendant to, among other things: (a) strike the 

offending slogan from all Roundup labels; (b) conduct a corrective advertising campaign; and ( c) pay 

compensatory damages and restitution to Plaintiffs and Class members. 
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