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May 11, 2020 

VIA ECF 

Hon. Claire C. Cecchi, U.S.D.J. 
United States District Court for the District of New Jersey 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Bldg. & U.S. Courthouse 
Courtroom MLK 5B 
50 Walnut Street 
Newark, New Jersey 07101 

Re: Proton-Pump Inhibitor Products Liability Litigation (No. II) 
2:17-md-2789 (CCC)(MF) (MDL 2789)  

Dear Judge Cecchi: 

The undersigned Defendants submit this letter pursuant to the Court’s May 
5, 2020 order (ECF No. 580).  Per the Court’s order, Defendants have continued to 
make a good faith effort to meet and confer with the PSC on a case management 
order (CMO) regarding remote depositions,  applicable to both company witnesses 
and plaintiff witnesses.  The parties exchanged additional sets of redlined proposals 
and reached agreement on all but one issue: the delivery of hard copy exhibits for 
use at remote depositions.  Therefore, the parties are submitting a proposed order 
with the one remaining disputed issue noted for the Court’s consideration.   

Defendants propose that hard copies of intended exhibits be provided to 
witnesses and their defending lawyer—just as in any in-person deposition—because 
it is cumbersome to review lengthy and complex documents purely in an electronic 
format.  Moreover, it may be unwieldy for attorneys to review an electronic version 
of a document while also attempting to watch the video feed of the ongoing 
deposition.  Although Defendants believe that hard copies of all exhibits should be 
provided in advance of remote depositions, we are only proposing that exhibits of 
more than 25 pages be provided in this CMO.  This is a fair and sensible 
compromise, given the remote nature of the depositions at issue.  Meanwhile, the 
PSC is only willing to provide hard copies of exhibits over 100 pages, and, in the 
case of completely remote depositions (i.e. defending counsel will be in a different 
location than the witness), only willing to provide hard copies to the witness.  
Having a witness receive a set of exhibits that the defending attorney does not have 
prevents the attorney from verifying whether the witness is reviewing the same 
document as the electronic version, and from confirming the witness’s full 
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compliance with confidentiality and destruction requirements. This is untenable and 
would never be appropriate in an in-person deposition. 

Defendants are operating in good faith in facilitating remote depositions 
under reasonable conditions.  AstraZeneca, for example, has agreed to dates for 
three remote depositions of its witnesses in May, and has offered dates in June for 
additional U.S. witnesses.  For the reasons set forth above, Defendants request that 
the Court adopt their proposed language regarding the delivery of hard copies of 
exhibits for use at remote depositions. 

Dated:  May 11, 2020 Respectfully submitted,
MCCARTER & ENGLISH, LLP  
/s/ Gregory J. Hindy  
Gregory J. Hindy  
MCCARTER & ENGLISH, LLP  
Four Gateway Center  
100 Mulberry Street  
Newark, New Jersey 07101-0652  
(973) 622-4444  
ghindy@mccarter.com

ICE MILLER LLP  
/s/ Amy K. Fisher  
Amy K. Fisher  
Katherine D. Althoff  
John A. Camp  
ICE MILLER LLP  
One American Square, Ste. 2900  
Indianapolis, IN 46281-0200  
(317) 236-2100  
Amy.Fisher@icemiller.com
Katherine.Althoff@icemiller.com
John.Camp@icemiller.com

Attorneys for AstraZeneca 
Pharmaceuticals  
LP, AstraZeneca LP, and  
Merck Sharp & Dohme Corporation 
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ARNOLD & PORTER KAYE 
SCHOLER LLP  
/s/ Arthur E. Brown  
Arthur E. Brown  
ARNOLD & PORTER KAYE                   
SCHOLER LLP  
250 W. 55th Street,  
New York, NY 10019-9710  
(212) 836-8000  
Arthur.Brown@arnoldporter.com

Attorneys for AstraZeneca 
Pharmaceuticals  
LP and AstraZeneca LP  

VENABLE LLP 
/s/ Craig A. Thompson  
Craig A. Thompson  
Jason C. Rose  
VENABLE LLP  
750 East Pratt Street, Suite 900  
Baltimore, MD 21202  
Telephone: (410) 244-7400  
cathompson@venable.com
jcrose@venable.com

TUCKER ELLIS LLP 
/s/ Sherry Knutson  
Sherry Knutson  
James Hemmings  
TUCKER ELLIS LLP 
233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 6950  
Chicago, Illinois 60606-9997  
(312) 624-6300  
sherry.knutson@tuckerellis.com
james.hemmings@tuckerellis.com

Attorneys for Takeda Defendants and 
Abbott Laboratories 
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ULMER & BERNE LLP 
/s/ K. C. Green 
K. C. Green 
Gina M. Saelinger 
ULMER & BERNE LLP 
600 Vine Street, Suite 2800 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
Tel: (513) 698-5000 
kcgreen@ulmer.com
gsaelinger@ulmer.com

Attorneys for The Procter & Gamble 
Company and The Procter & Gamble 
Manufacturing Company 

REED SMITH LLP 
/s/ Stephen J. McConnell 
Stephen J. McConnell 
Jesse J. Ash 
Sonja S. Weissman 
REED SMITH LLP 
Three Logan Square 
1717 Arch Street, Suite 3100 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
Telephone: (215) 851-8100 
smcconnell@reedsmith.com
jash@reedsmith.com 
sweissman@reedsmith.com

Attorneys for GSK Consumer Health, 
Inc. (f/k/a Novartis Consumer Health, 
Inc.) 
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DLA PIPER LLP (US)  
/s/ Matthew A. Holian  
Matthew A. Holian  
Katie W. Insogna  
DLA PIPER LLP (US)  
33 Arch Street, 26th Floor  
Boston, MA 02110  
Tel: (617) 406-6000  
Fax: (617) 406-6100  
matt.holian@dlapiper.com
katie.insogna@dlapiper.com

Attorneys for Defendant Pfizer Inc.  
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