
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 

IN RE: HAIR RELAXER MARKETING 
SALES PRACTICES AND PRODUCTS 
LIABILITY LITIGATION 

Master Docket No. 1:23-cv-00818 

MDL No. 3060 

Hon. Mary M. Rowland 

PLAINTIFF STEERING COMMITTEE AND SECOND WAVE DEFENDANTS’ JOINT 
STATUS REPORT 

As directed by the Court following the March 2025 Case Management Conference, the 
Plaintiff Steering Committee (“PSC”) and the Second Wave Defendants file this Joint Status 
Report regarding a discovery schedule: 

I. 

Written Discovery Update 

Advanced Beauty, Inc. (“ABI”), John Paul Mitchell Systems (“JPMS”), Murrays Worldwide 
(“Murrays”), RNA and Wella Operations US, LLC (“Wella”).  Since late February 2025, the 
PSC has served several additional sets of discovery requests on  this group of Second Wave 
Defendants  These additional discovery sets consist of Plaintiffs’ 3rd through 8th Sets of 
Interrogatories and 2nd through 7th Sets of Requests for Production,1 totaling an additional 124 
discovery requests on a variety of different topics, specifically: Agreements and Manufacturing, 
Communications and Hair Relaxer Related Litigation; Marketing; Product Design, Development 
Studies and Testing; Regulatory and Post-Market Surveillance; and Sales.2   The PSC and the 
Second Wave Defendants have been engaged in a productive meet and confer process regarding a 
discovery schedule for responses to these additional discovery requests with discussions on 
February 25, March 3, 18, 19, 20, 25, 27, April 3 and 10.   As a result of those discussions, the 
parties have agreed to the following schedule of deadlines for objections and responses to the 
outstanding discovery sets: 

1 RNA was served with only 6 sets of Requests for Production. 
2 These Second Wave Defendants were previously served in 2024 with Plaintiffs’ First and Second 
Set of Interrogatories and Plaintiffs’ First Request for Production of Documents.  Each of these 
Defendants has now served Objections and Responses to these initial discovery sets on Plaintiffs.  
Defendants reserve the right to supplement these responses.
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Interrogatory Topic Interrogatory Set and Applicable 
2nd Wave Defendant 

Deadline 

Communications/Hair 
Relaxer Related Litigation 

JPMS/RNA/Bronner/Murray’s/Wella 
– Set 4 
ABI – Set 3

April 30, 2025 

Regulatory, Post Market 
Surveillance 

JPMS/RNA/Bronner/Murray’s/Wella 
– Set 7 
ABI – Set 8

May 30, 2025 

Agreements & Manufacturing JPMS/RNA/Bronner/Murray’s/Wella 
– Set 3 
ABI – Set 8

June 21, 2025 

Marketing JPMS/RNA/Bronner/Murray’s/Wella 
– Set 5 
ABI – Set 6

July 21, 2025 

Product Design, 
Development, Studies and 
Testing

JPMS/RNA/Bronner/Murray’s/Wella 
– Set 6 
ABI – Set 4

August 21, 2025 

Sales JPMS/RNA/Bronner/Murray’s/Wella 
– Set 8 
ABI – Set 5

September 21, 2025 

RFP Topic RFP Set and Applicable 2nd Wave 
Defendant 

Deadline 

Communications/Hair 
Relaxer Related Litigation 

JPMS/RNA/Bronner/Murray’s/Wella 
– Set 3 
ABI – Set 4

April 30, 2025 

Regulatory, Post Market 
Surveillance 

JPMS/Bronner/Murray’s/Wella – Set 
7 
ABI – Set 8 
RNA – Set 6

May 30, 2025 

Agreements & Manufacturing JPMS/RNA/Bronner/Murray’s/Wella 
– Set 2 
ABI – Set 3

June 21, 2025 

Marketing JPMS/RNA/Bronner/Murray’s/Wella 
– Set 4 
ABI – Set 5

July 21, 2025 

Product Design, 
Development, Studies and 
Testing

JPMS/RNA/Bronner/Murray’s/Wella 
– Set 5 
ABI – Set 6

August 21, 2025 

Sales JPMS/Bronner/Murray’s/Wella – Set 
6 
ABI – Set 7

September 21, 2025 

Case: 1:23-cv-00818 Document #: 1170 Filed: 04/11/25 Page 2 of 8 PageID #:55077



3 

Dudley Beauty Corp., LLC.  Dudley Beauty has not been served with discovery at this time. Per 
the Court’s Order on December 17, 2024 [Doc. 992], Plaintiffs were instructed to serve Dudley 
with initial discovery requests by January 6, 2025.  To date, Dudley Beauty has not been served 
with discovery.  Accordingly, Dudley Beauty’s position is that the opportunity to serve it with any 
discovery has passed.  The PSC is investigating the discovery that was intended to be propounded 
on Dudley that appears to have been on a different schedule than the other Second Wave 
Defendants and will re-serve or serve same promptly.  

Roux Laboratories.   Roux Laboratories was served with multiple sets of discovery in 2024.  
Currently briefed and pending before Special Master Grossman is Roux’s request that it be relieved 
of the requirement to file objections and responses to these discovery requests and that it be 
allowed to rely on the responses and documents produced by Revlon, which responses are relevant 
to and include documents related to Roux.  

II. 

Second Wave Defendant Pending Case Count 

Over 12,000 cases have been filed in the MDL to date.  During the March Case 
Management Conference, the Court requested that each Second Wave Defendant provide the 
number of cases in which it has been named as a defendant and the number of those cases which 
have been served.   The requested information is set forth below to the best of each Defendants’ 
knowledge regarding the number of cases filed: 

Advanced Beauty, Inc. 

114 cases filed; 99 served 

Bronner Brothers 

48 cases filed; 44 served 

Dudley Beauty Corp., LLC 

183 cases filed; 128 served 

John Paul Mitchell Systems 

88 cases filed; 60 served 

Murrays Worldwide 

50 cases filed; 31 served 

RNA 

147 cases filed; 120 served 
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Roux Laboratories 

97 cases filed; 97 served 

Wella Operations US, LLC 

12 cases filed; 4 served 
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Dated:  April 11, 2025 

By:   s/ Diandra Debrosse Zimmerman       
         Diandra “Fu” Debrosse Zimmermann 

DICELLO LEVITT LLC 
505 20th Street North, Suite 1500 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
Telephone:  +1.312.214.7900 
fu@dicellolevitt.com 

Michael A. London 
DOUGLAS & LONDON, P.C. 
59 Maiden Lane, Sixth Floor 
New York, New York 10038 
Telephone:  +1.212.566.7500 
mlondon@douglasandlondon.com 

Plaintiffs’ Co-Lead Counsel 

Respectfully submitted, 

By:    s/ Nancy Patterson 
Nancy L. Patterson 
MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS LLP 
1000 Louisiana Street, Suite 4000 
Houston, TX 77002-5005 
Telephone:  +1.713.890.5195 
Facsimile:   +1.713.890.5001 
nancy.patterson@morganlewis.com 

Counsel for Defendant 
John Paul Mitchell Systems and 
Liaison Counsel for Second Wave 
Defendants 

Daniel L. Stanner  
TABET DIVITO & ROTHSTEIN LLC 
209 S. LaSalle St., 7th Floor 
Chicago, IL 60604 
 (312) 762-9450 
dstanner@tdrlaw.com 

Counsel for Defendant 
RNA Corporation 

Ashley C. Webber 
Emily D. Robinson 
MARSH ATKINSON & BRANTLEY, LLC 
271 17th Street NW, Suite 1600 
Atlanta, Georgia 30363 
Telephone: (404) 482-5050  
ashley.webber@mablawfirm.com 
emily.robinson@mablawfirm.com 

Counsel for Defendant  
Dudley Beauty Corp., LLC 

Ann C. Barron 
Leah G. Nolan 
HEYL, ROYSTER, VOELKER & ALLEN,
P.C. 
Suite 100, Mark Twain Plaza III 
105 West Vandalia
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Edwardsville, Illinois 62025 
Telephone:  618.656.4646 
Facsimile:  309.420.0402 
PRIMARY E-MAIL:  
edwecf@heylroyster.com  
SECONDARY E-MAIL #1:  
abarron@heylroyster.com  
SECONDARY E-MAIL #2:  
lnolan@heylroyster.com 

Counsel for Defendant  
Advanced Beauty, Inc. 

Mitchell P. Morinec, Esq.  
SEGAL MCCAMBRIDGE SINGER &
MAHONEY

233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 5500 
Chicago, IL 60606 
Tel:      (312) 645-7800 
Fax:     (312) 645-7711 
mmorinec@smsm.com 

Attorneys for  
Wella Operations US, LLC 

Leslie A. Federer, ARDC #6325614 
MARON MARVEL BRADLEY ANDERSON 

& TARDY LLC 
191 N. Wacker Drive – Suite 2950 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
 (312) 767-1314  
lfederer@maronmarvel.com 

Counsel for Defendant 
Murray’s Worldwide, Inc. 

Timothy M. McCann 
HAWKINS, PARNELL & YOUNG, LLP 
375 Madison Avenue, 10th Floor 
New York, NY 10016 
 (212) 897-9655 
tmccann@hpylaw.com 

Counsel for Defendant  
Roux Laboratories, Inc. 
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Larry D. Mason 
Daniel R. Woods 
GOLDBERG SEGALLA LLP 
222 West Adams Street #2250 
Chicago, IL 60606 
Phone: 312.572.8444 (Mason) 
            312.572.8427 (Woods) 
lmason@goldbergsegalla.com 
dwoods@goldbergsegalla.com 

Attorneys for Defendant 
Bronner Brothers

Case: 1:23-cv-00818 Document #: 1170 Filed: 04/11/25 Page 7 of 8 PageID #:55082



8 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Nancy Patterson, certify that I filed the foregoing Plaintiff Steering Committee and 

Second Wave Defendants’ Joint Status Report using the Court’s ECF system, which will cause a 

true and correct copy of the same to be served electronically on all ECF-registered counsel of 

record on this 11th day of April, 2025. 

s/ Nancy Patterson  
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